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Contents THE ECONOMY 

1. Emissions Trading Scheme	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls on 
The Nationals Parliamentary Party to oppose the 
Rudd Government’s proposed Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) because it will cost thousands of 
Australians their jobs, place unnecessary burdens 
on business and have no meaningful impact in 
reducing carbon emissions.

2. Group of 20 Summit	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals notes 
the recent Group of Twenty Leader’s Summit on 
financial markets and the world economy and:

Re-confirms its commitment to the aims of (a)	
small government which recognises and 
empowers the private sector as the most 
efficient creator of wealth,

Rejects overt socialist wealth-redistribution (b)	
under the guise of “fiscal stimulus”

Expresses concern with sovereign debt levels (c)	
both domestically and internationally and,

Re-confirms that free trade is the preferable (d)	
and most-sustainable way to encourage 
development in less-developed countries 
and rejects the G20’s plan to simultaneously 
increase debt-forgiveness and increase 
borrowing limits for developing and less-
developed countries.

 
3. Flood mitigation
				  
That this Federal Council of The Nationals notes 
the impact of devastating flooding in Eastern 
Australia in 2009 and calls on the Federal 
Government to work with the States and Local 
Government to increase expenditure on flood 
mitigation works to ensure public and private 
property is better protected.

HEALTH

4. Immunisation
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Federal Government to actively work 
towards increasing participation rates of full 
immunisation for children enrolling in all schools.

5. Mental health	
		
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
demands that government allocate greater 
resources to combat youth mental health issues 
and support better relationships between child 
and adolescent mental health services and adult 
mental health services.

6. School Dental care					   
		
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Federal Government to provide funding 
to ensure adequate dental care in primary 
schools, via either permanent or visiting mobile 
clinics.

7. Regional medical workforce	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Government to introduce incentives 
for the attraction and retention of a medical 
workforce in regional Australia, including for 
General Practitioners, mental health nurses, 
dentists and allied health providers.

8. Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Federal Government to allow nurse 
practitioners access to the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme under the National Health Act 
(1953) and the Medicare Benefits Schedule 
under the Commonwealth Health Insurance Act 
(1973) to enable these skilled health workers 
to provide their services to regional Australians 
who are unable to afford the full cost of private 
health services.

9. Medical specialist program	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Government to expand the Medical 
Specialist program to include dentistry and allied 
health service providers.
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EDUCATION

10. Tertiary education access	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
calls on the Federal Government to instigate 
programs that recognise the economic barriers 
for regional students forced to leave home to 
attend university and supports the introduction 
of a range of measures to provide equitable 
opportunities for tertiary education between 
country and city students.

11. Independent Youth Allowance

That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
condemns the Rudd Government for abandoning 
regional students in recent changes to 
Independent Youth Allowance eligibility, and 
demands that it retain the 2nd and 3rd elements 
of the workforce participation criteria for 
independence, to enable more equitable access 
for students who have to relocate in order to 
attend university and TAFE.

12. Independent Youth Allowance	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Federal Government to delay its planned 
changes to the Independent Youth Allowance 
eligibility regulations until 2011 to allow the 
30,000 regional Australians who are currently 
undertaking a “gap year” to still qualify to receive 
the allowance and benefits they were advised 
they would receive before taking their gap year. 

13. Indigenous education

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
for the Party to develop a new policy to increase 
the numeracy and literacy proficiency and 
retention rates of Aboriginal students, including 
early childhood education.

14. Compulsory student services fee	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
supports the introduction of a deferrable, 
compulsory tertiary student services fee for the 
purposes of funding sport and healthcare at 
universities, but recommends that discounts or 
exemptions be considered for external students.

TAXATION AND SUPERANNUATION

15. Alcohol tax			
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
opposes the imposition of a volumetric tax on 
alcoholic products for the reason that an undue 
burden would be placed on industries such as 
winemaking, which contribute a large amount to 
the nation in domestic and export earnings.

16. Tax treatment of projects	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls on 
the State and Federal Governments to thoroughly 
research the merits or otherwise of a taxation 
system that may incorporate taxation rebates 
in place of deductions for expenses incurred on 
projects of urgent or vital national interest.

17. Income splitting	
		
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
supports reforming the tax system to provide 
in-principle for income to be shared between 
parents of dependent children for tax purposes.

18. Employer-provided childcare

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Federal Government to make employer-
provided child care exempt from Fringe Benefits 
Tax.

19. Seniors’ workforce participation	

The this Federal Council  of The Nationals calls on 
the Government to make changes to legislation 
on income support policies, tax structures, 
rules around part pensions and any other issue 
that precludes ageing men and women from 
participating in the workforce.

20. Seniors’ superannuation	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
calls on the Federal Government to change 
legislation to allow workers to contribute to 
their superannuation after age 75 and to require 
employers to contribute 9% superannuation 
guarantee  for workers aged 70 years plus.

THE ENVIRONMENT

21. E-waste	
				  
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
supports Local Government and their call for 
legislation to introduce Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) in regard to e-waste 
(produced from TV’s, computers and peripherals), 
which will ensure environmental design 
improvements, recycling and safe disposal of 
computers and TV’s by placing the responsibility 
for e-waste with the manufacturers, not local 
councils.

22. Gross feed-in tariffs	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
supports the introduction of “gross feed-in tariffs” 
for small scale renewable energy systems across 
Australia, and calls on the Federal Government to 
work with the States to introduce such a scheme 
Australia-wide. 

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

23. Promoting regional Australia	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
for an education program to inform metropolitan 
residents of the attractiveness and desirability of 
living and working in regional Australia and, at 
the same time, emphasising the importance of 
the regions in earning export income, maintaining 
food security and protecting the environment. 

24. Indigenous intervention	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
supports the intent of the previous Federal 
Government’s intervention in Aboriginal 
communities in the Northern Territory and calls 
for:

The implementation of transparency in all (a)	
services, including schooling, health and 
housing, and

A transition plan to move indigenous people (b)	
from a welfare dominant society into the 
general workforce.

25. Indigenous intervention
 	
That further to the previous Federal Government’s 
intervention in Aboriginal communities in the 
Northern Territory, this Federal Council of 
The Nationals calls on the current Federal 
Government to:

Continue providing the resources necessary (a)	
for the follow up work to rectify dental and 
medical problems among Aboriginal children;

Counsel and educate families within these (b)	
communities and pursue as necessary the 
perpetrators of sexual abuse and domestic 
violence; and

Continue the abolition of the permit system in (c)	
those communities where it operated, except 
in culturally significant areas.

26. Royalties for regions
			 
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls on its 
Federal and State Parliamentary Parties, on return 
to government, to direct a proportion of royalties 
derived from mining in Australia to the development 
of long-term infrastructure projects that will directly 
benefit the residents of regional Australia.
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27. Government service location
	
That this Federal Council of the Nationals calls on 
the Federal Government to locate Government 
Business Enterprises and Government 
Administration in regional areas.

28. Flow through shares scheme
		
That this Federal  Council of The Nationals 
calls on the Federal Government to support 
the implementation of a Flow Through Shares 
Scheme to promote investment in mining 
exploration by allowing the selective use of flow-
through schemes for Australian junior operators in 
the gas, oil and mineral exploration industries.

29. Transport infrastructure	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals, while 
understanding the necessary restraints imposed 
by current economic circumstances, calls on the 
Federal Government to:

Pursue the construction of major transport (a)	
infrastructure in regional areas,

Increase spending on our regional railway (b)	
networks in order to take pressure off our 
roads; and

Put the Inland Rail Link between Melbourne (c)	
and Brisbane back on the agenda

FOOD SECURITY

30. Prime agricultural land	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals, while 
recognising that land use is primarily a state 
responsibility, implement those activities stated 
in its policy document in relation to agricultural 
land use and the definition and identification of 
agricultural land as a matter of urgency given the 
potential conflicts in areas such as the Liverpool 
Plains in New South Wales.			 

31. Water buybacks	
		
That this Federal Council calls on the Federal 
Government to conduct a social and economic 
impact study on the effects in local communities 
of the Commonwealth purchase of water 
entitlements from food production areas.

32. FMD virus	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals totally 
opposes the import into Australia of the live Foot 
and Mouth virus and condemns the Rudd Labor 
Government’s response to the Beale Report in 
this regard.

33. Horticulture imports
		
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
opposes the importation of food that poses an 
unacceptable risk to Australia’s bio-security.

34. Drought assistance
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
supports the retention of all drought assistance 
measures, including exceptional circumstances 
income support, interest rate subsidy and exit 
packages, and that the National Rural Advisory 
Council take into consideration the importance 
of the drought recovery period when determining 
Exceptional Circumstances declared areas.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

35. Weekend remuneration	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
for a review of industrial relations laws for all 
small to medium businesses relating to weekend 
remuneration and penalty rates.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

36. Regional telecommunications
		
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
condemns the Federal Government for abolishing 
the Regional Telecommunications Infrastructure 
Fund and the roll-out of broadband coverage for 
regional Australia, which is substandard. 

37. Telstra	
		
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Federal Government to ensure that Telstra 
honour its service obligations to provide basic 
services to all customers as a first priority over the 
introduction of fast Broadband.

SMALL BUSINESS AND TRADE PRACTICES

38. Divestiture powers	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
for divestiture powers to be incorporated into the 
Trade Practices Act to deal with the exploitation 
by monopoly and cartel-like behaviour.

39. Birdsville Amendment	
	
That this Federal Council of the Nationals calls on 
the ACCC to enforce Section 461AA of the Trade 
Practices Act, otherwise known as the Birdsville 
amendment, and note that since the passage of 
this legislation in 2007 there have been hundreds 
of complaints yet not one prosecution by the 
ACCC.

40. Wheat marketing	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
commends the Federal Parliamentary Nationals 
for their sterling endeavours to protect long 
established orderly marketing arrangements for 
wheat, but now that the single desk has been 
abolished, this council advocates:

Legal provision being made for those growers 1.	
who may choose to be collectively organised 
for the selling of their crop

The expansion of the statutory powers of the 2.	
wheat export authority to enable prudential 
and quality requirements to be placed on 
wheat exporters licensed by the authority

41. Small business Cabinet portfolio	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls on 
the Parliamentary Party to establish a dedicated 
Cabinet portfolio to ensure a successful small 
business sector.

WELFARE AND FOREIGN AID

42. Foreign aid		
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
endorses the foreign aid budget but requests that 
greater consideration be given to the provision of 
aid via services such as education and improved 
health and the supply of Australian produced 
food in lieu of cash grants.

 43. Disaster relief	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
on the Federal Government to undertake a review 
of Disaster Relief Funding to ensure that it is more 
accessible to small business, primary producers 
and individuals.

IMMIGRATION

44. Illegal immigration	

That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls on 
The Federal Government to restore more effective 
policies to curtail illegal immigration.
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ELECTORAL ISSUES 

45. Electoral Act	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals calls 
for reform of the Electoral Act and procedures, 
including:

The introduction of stricter voter identification (a)	
procedures requiring government-issued 
identification to be shown before a ballot 
paper is issued;

An increase in Australian Electoral (b)	
Commission (AEC) staff to handle the large 
increase in postal votes;

Stricter controls on voting processes in (c)	
institutions such as aged care facilities to 
avoid manipulation of people’s votes.

The implementation of an electronic electoral (d)	
roll so that when an eligible voter is issued 
with a ballot paper, the roll at all other polling 
places in Australia will indicate that the voter 
has been issued with a ballot and should be 
trialled in one division in each state at the next 
election. 

A requirement that  the AEC conduct the (e)	
draw for the order of candidates on the ballot 
paper not more than 10 days after the issue 
of election writs, so that postal vote ballots 
can be distributed to those requiring a postal 
vote not more than 14 days after the writs are 
issued.

For returning postal votes envelopes collected (f)	
on the Thursday or Friday immediately 
preceding polling day the time and date of 
collection and signature of postal collector 
should suffice as having been posted in the 
requisite time frame 

URGENCY MOTIONS 

46. Food Labelling 

That the Federal Council of The Nationals calls on 
the Federal Government o introduce food labelling 
legislation to clearly identify Australian produce 
using a standard colour label that identifies the 
proportion of raw product that is Australian 
grown and the proportion that is Australian cost 
including manufacture.
 
47. Biofuels 	
			 
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
investigate the commercial viability of other 
biofuels with a view to endorsing second and 
third generation biofuels as Nationals Policy.

48. Primary Residence Tax 	
	
That this Federal Council of The Nationals 
opposes any move to place a tax of any form on 
a family’s primary place of residence.
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