






14    |    The Nationals Policy Platform 2009 The Nationals Policy Platform 2009    |    15

Introduction

The Nationals first priority is to ensure a strong economy and 
to usher in a new era of growth, prosperity and opportunity 
in Australia’s regions.  Strong economic management means 
lower taxes, and downward pressure on interest rates.  It 
means more funds to invest in health and education, national 
security, and infrastructure such as road and communication 
networks.

The Nationals understand that debt and deficit spending rob 
future generations of their standard of living, unless the funds 
are invested in productive economic infrastructure.

The Nationals believe in private enterprise as the foundation 
of the nation’s economy.  We believe in a fair and equitable 
taxation system, which guards against the disadvantaging of 
people living and working in Regional Australia.

Labor’s Record

When The Nationals left office, the economy was stronger 
than at any time in our history.  The Government had no net 
debt, unemployment had fallen to a 33 year low, and inflation 
was down; real wages had risen 21.5 per cent and real 
household wealth had doubled over the previous decade. 
Six rounds of personal income tax cuts had been delivered  
and the budget was $20 billion in surplus.

In less than two years of Labor Government, debt has 
passed $100 billion and is on the way to $315 billion by 
2014; unemployment has risen from 4 per cent to 6 per 
cent and continues to rise; the budget is in deficit by $32 
billion, and Labor has promised six further years of deficit.  
Household wealth has plummeted.  By 2014, interest rates 
on government debt will be around $17 billion per year, more 
than the current Commonwealth budget for education or 
defence.

Labor has made $124 billion worth of new spending 
commitments, financed by debt and much of it dedicated to 
consumer spending or social infrastructure - proving again 
that it is incapable of managing Australia’s economy.

The Nationals plan to revitalise Regional 
Australia

Restoring Regional Economies

The Nationals are committed to returning the Federal Budget 
to surplus and to beginning to pay back the mammoth 
debt accumulated by Labor.  It took ten years to pay back 
the debt left by the last Labor Government, and many hard 
decisions will have to be made.  The Nationals will ensure 
that these measures recognise that regional Australia is 
the generator of Australia’s real wealth, and that regional 
recovery is fundamental to restoring economic growth:

The Nationals believe that, when wealth is generated in a 
region, a share of the resulting government revenue should 
be returned to that region, and to regional Australia more 
generally.  Accordingly, The Nationals will ensure that a share 
of the Petroleum Resource Rent Tax from new offshore 
oil and gas developments is applied directly to regional 
Australia.

The Nationals’ objectives are to:

Promote investment in regional businesses.•	

Grow the population of the regions by creating new •	
employment opportunities.

Ensure that taxes and charges imposed by the •	
Australian Government do not disadvantage regional 
business against international competitors.

Ensure that the workplace relations system is flexible, •	
fair and takes account of the special circumstances of 
regional business.

Ensure that real benefits from national competition policy •	
are delivered.

Ensure that transport, communications and •	
infrastructure in the regions are comparable with those 
in the capital cities.

The Economy and Taxation Revitalising Regional Australia
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Policies which encourage communities to be entrepreneurial 
are central to these efforts.   For example, The Nationals will 
encourage regional universities to work with TAFE colleges 
to engage more with young people, and so help produce the 
next generation of entrepreneurs. 

Key decisions about strategy and projects must be made by 
the leaders within each region, not by central governments.  
Local communities must take a greater role in deciding the 
projects which will lead to economic and social benefits for 
their area.

Specifically, achieving better regional policy outcomes for 
Australia will involve a better funding mechanism for regional 
projects, and support for better focused regional institutions 
where the leaders are encouraged to be strategic and 
visionary.  

The Nationals’ policy approach will build regional economic 
capacity by encouraging all the regions to be more 
innovative and to set their own directions for economic 
development strategy, with stronger support from the 
Australian Government.   

Our policy approach has four elements:

Guaranteeing regional service delivery

Under Labor governments, State and federal, country 
hospitals have been closed or downgraded, schools and 
public buildings neglected, infrastructure left to run down 
and services downgraded or withdrawn.

The Nationals will ensure that a fair share of Australian 
Government funding for infrastructure and services is 
allocated to regional areas.   Where appropriate, the 
Commonwealth will impose specific obligations in its 
financial agreements with the States for an identified 
proportion of funding be allocated to regional areas.

We also believe that the effects that government decisions 
can have on regional communities needs to be taken 
into account, as part of the decision making process.  
The Nationals believe all Cabinet submissions should be 
accompanied by a Regional Impact Statement, outlining 
the economic, environmental and social consequences of 
government decisions on regional Australia.

Regional Development Australia

Regional Development Australia must be made more 
responsive to local communities, and be able to build 
partnerships between government and the community.

The Nationals will establish local committees, comprising 
local leaders drawn from the community, business 
and government, to set the direction of each Regional 
Development Australia office.   Committee members will be 
responsible for working with regional stakeholders to prepare 
plans which identify strategies to strengthen the region.

Working with state and local governments, universities, 
service organisations, cultural groups, sporting clubs, 
business and community leaders, each Regional 
Development Australia office will be required to assess local 
needs and identify targeted initiatives to support growth.

The restructured Regional Development Australia network 
will provide a gateway to federal government funding 
programs, including a restructured Better Regions Program, 
which support local projects and initiatives.    

The Nationals will restructure the Regional Development 
Australia National Advisory Council to make it truly 
representative of the region, and able to make meaningful 
contributions to regional policy development.  The new 
committee will have direct access to senior Ministers and will 
be consulted on key policy initiatives.

Sustainable Regions Program

The need for special assistance for regions facing major 
structural adjustment as a result of unexpected demographic 
or economic change continues after the election of the Labor 
Government.   In fact, Labor policies such as buying up of 
irrigation properties, cause more economic trauma.

The need for a Sustainable Regions Program remains.   The 
Nationals will restore a Sustainable Regions Program in areas 
of Australia  facing specific economic, environmental and 
social challenges.   The program will be designed, in the first 
instance, to support projects which create employment or 
establish new businesses, through partnerships between the 
private sector, government and the community.

Each region will have its own advisory panel comprising 
business, community and local leaders, which will consult 
with the community to determine the economic, community 
and social priorities for the region, and act as the first filter for 
potential projects.

Better Regions Program

The Nationals will broaden the Better Regions Program 
–a corrupted version of the former Regional Partnerships 
program –  to provide funding for community and economic 
projects that are supported by partnership funds from State 
and local governments, the community, private enterprise 
and individuals.   All applications submitted for approval will 
undergo rigorous assessment.

The Better Regions Program will have four components: 
infrastructure project grants for large scale business, 
industry, tourism, community infrastructure and community 
service proposals; enterprise partnership grants to help 
businesses  create jobs or stimulate economic development; 
community grants for initiatives that increase social 
opportunities, community participation and interaction; and 
a range of small grants to help councils and not-for-profit 
organisations with minor community projects.

Regional Development Growing Stronger Regions

Introduction

Regions beyond our capital cities have historically been 
the economic backbone of the nation and the engine room 
which generates most of our exports.  

The powerful forces of globalisation, overseas migration and 
urbanisation have meant that, in the 21st Century, our capital 
cities have become the focal points of much of the nation’s 
economic activity and the places where most people live.  

This anomaly creates challenges for regional Australia, and 
a special role for government policy in ensuring that regions 
outside the major cities continue to prosper.  In short, 
creating dynamic economies and supporting stable, secure 
and viable regions are essential for the future.  

The Nationals will ensure that government policies support, 
and not hinder, the development of prosperous and liveable 
regional communities.   

Governments cannot assure even growth across all regions, 
and cannot be expected to solve all the ensuing problems.  
Regional enterprises have been subject to the uncertainties 
of international markets for many years and will continue 
to be.  But many regions also have the capacity for much 
better economic performance, and our practical support 
for regional economies will help to make them more 
competitive.

Labor’s Record

This Labor Government has ignored the regions, abandoning 
regional development at a critical economic time, and leaving 
regions without support from, or direct links with, the Federal 
Government.  Most of the regional development depart-
mental offices in the States have been closed, replaced by a 
Better Cities Unit in Sydney.  

At the last election, Labor promised a Better Regions 
regional development funding program.  The program has 
never been open for applications from the community, and 
funds only specific election commitments, without any merit-
based assessment applied.   Labor has misled communities 
about the scope of its Better Regions program.

The 2007 Labor regional development policy promised to 
retain the Regional Partnerships and Sustainable Regions 
programs.  Shortly after coming to office, Labor broke that 
promise and abolished both programs, refusing even to 
fund many of the Regional Partnerships projects already 
approved.

Labor in Opposition promised to expand the role of 
community-based Area Consultative Committees; Labor 
in power abolished the network.   Its replacement was 
Regional Development Australia, which is effectively part of 
the State government bureaucracy.   Regional Development 
Australia’s National Advisory Council is to be made up 
of academics and industry representatives appointed by 
the government, and unlikely to have any influence on 
government policy.

Under Labor, the federal government no longer provides 
regional development funding direct to community 
organisations or to the private sector.  Labor’s Regional 
Community Local Infrastructure Program was available only 

to local government.   The federal Government no longer 
has a regional development funding program to support 
community organisations or private sector economic 
opportunities which create jobs.

The Nationals plan to grow stronger regions

The regional policy challenge

Regional communities face problems that neither they, nor 
governments, can directly control.  These may be seasonal, 
such as drought or flood, ongoing structural challenges 
such as the ageing of the non-metropolitan population and 
the loss of young people to the major cities, or unavoidable, 
such as unstable or corrupted international markets.

Many regions outside the capital cities have a relatively 
narrow economic base and lack the scale and resilience of 
cities, making them more open to sudden economic shocks, 
and to the gradual erosion of the skills base that often 
accompanies such shocks.

The Nationals will support regions in addressing the 
problems they can influence, and in limiting the adverse 
effects of those they cannot.  Non-metropolitan regions have 
an ageing population.  Their best and brightest young people 
often leave for the city, and mostly do not return.  

Migrants from the city do not typically settle in those regions 
most in need of the infusion of new blood and new ideas.  
While some regions benefit from the influx, they are generally 
on the coast or within a couple of hours of the city.  Regions 
further away miss out.

Many regions rely on agriculture, but find this structure is 
changing, as new industries and enterprises emerge.  They 
must diversify their economies to ensure a bright future.  
Others, particularly those further away from the capital cities, 
require meaningful support to compete with larger cities 
for population and industry growth, and to respond to new 
challenges.

There is much complexity in the delivery of regional policy 
in Australia, with dozens of regional development programs 
across the nation, delivered by three levels of government, 
with little overall coordination, direction - or evaluation.  

The Policy Solution

The provision of basic services is not enough to ensure a 
regional economy prospers and grows.  

There is now broad agreement internationally that regional 
growth derives largely from entrepreneurship, knowledge, 
networks and innovation.   Simply encouraging new 
industries  from outside the region to set up shop is no 
longer enough.   Genuine regional development occurs when 
communities leverage their assets to achieve new economic 
opportunities.   This requires dynamic leadership, openness 
to new ideas and a can-do attitude in the community.

Innovation and entrepreneurship are central elements of 
successful regional economies, and communities and 
regions need to be encouraged by government to embrace 
innovation.  This means more effective support for small 
business, the engine room of regional economies.  

Re
gi

on
al

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t



18    |    The Nationals Policy Platform 2009 The Nationals Policy Platform 2009    |    19

Conclusion

The Nationals have a strong focus on regional Australia and 
a proud record of achieving results in regional development.   
This policy builds on the Nationals’ past achievements and 
at the same time sets a bold new direction for supporting 
regional development.  Its key themes are:

The recognition of non-negotiable provision of services •	
and infrastructure for regions;

Decentralisation of decision making about regional •	
futures;

Support for innovation; and •	

Better funding models for regional strategic visioning.•	

The policy promotes the provision of adequate services 
and first class infrastructure for all regions.   It will 
place far greater emphasis on regional innovation and 
entrepreneurship as key drivers of successful regional 
development.   It will create new opportunities for region-
wide, bottom-up economic development.

In recognising the importance of regional leadership in 
driving development, we reject Labor’s empty gestures 
towards regional governance and will reinvigorate the 
regional development institutions created in the 1990s, with 
a new strategic focus, more resources and greater powers.

Our policy is realistically based.   We accept that non-
regional policies often have a greater impact on regions 
than specifically regional policies.   We recognise the limits 
of government’s capacity to achieve spatially even regional 
development, or to control all the many forces that drive 
regional outcomes.  We realise that the regions themselves 
must take responsibility for development strategies. We 
understand that regional development institutions must be 
properly resourced and given the freedom to make their own 
decisions.

This policy will encourage regions to drive their own futures 
through new, bold and highly innovative funding mechanisms 
and governance frameworks to deliver a better and more 
prosperous future for regional Australia.
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Introduction

The Nationals’ base lies in small business.  We recognise 
that regional Australia depends on small business to drive its 
economy and regional prosperity.

In recent years, there has been a major diversification in the 
activity undertaken by small businesses in regional Australia - 
a move away from a mainly rural based industry structure to 
one that includes services, tourism and manufacturing.  

The majority of businesses in regional Australia employ fewer 
than 20 people but between them are the largest employers.   
Of the 1.88 million small businesses throughout Australia, 
approximately 35 per cent – more than 700,000 – operate in 
regional Australia.

In order be competitive, small businesses in regional 
Australia must have the same opportunities to gain the 
benefits of technology as do the capital cities.  

This is especially the case with tourism, where regional 
Australia struggles to get its share of the international visitor 
market.   For example, the New England North West Big 
Sky Country reports a 19:1 ratio of domestic to international 
visitors.   While Australia as a whole is seen as a desirable 
destination, the major cities and east coast derive most of 
the benefits.

Labor’s Record

Labor remains the party of the union movement, to which it 
is forever beholden.

Under Labor, the flexibility small business needs is 
constrained into forced and formal negotiation with the 
unions, rather than by talking things through with employees.   
Contractors in particular are discriminated against, as Labor 
denies them the right to work for themselves.

Labor’s antipathy to small business is seen in the removal 
of protection for small businesses wishing to dismiss non-
performing or redundant employees.

Labor offers special funding arrangements for big property 
developers, and subsidies for multinational car makers, but 
does nothing to help small business in difficult times.

This complete disregard for those Australians working 
outside the capital cities is demonstrated by a failure to 
address the infrastructure, health and education needs of 
regional people, and is reflected in a particularly unhelpful 
attitude to small business in the regions.

The Nationals plan to realise the potential of 
regional enterprise

Easing the burdens on small business

The Nationals recognise that success in maintaining existing 
businesses and attracting business people to relocate to 
regional Australia depends on many other factors such as 
education, health, infrastructure and transport.

Small Business and Tourism Realising the potential of regional enterprise

The Nationals aim to give small businesses the competitive 
environment and the tools they need to make the best of 
opportunities, in both domestic and international markets. 

We will work with industry associations and academic 
institutions to develop small business education programs 
aimed at increasing efficiency and productivity. 

The vast number of interlocking and confusing regulations 
covering business activity at the federal, State and local 
levels must be simplified.   The Nationals commit to 
reinvigorating previous programs to remove red tape at 
all levels of government.   This includes combating the 
indirect red tape which results from restrictions imposed 
by government on other businesses such as finance 
companies, which then is carried through to their small 
businesses clients.

The Nationals will continue their leadership role in ensuring 
that small business can compete on a level playing field with 
bigger businesses.   Healthy competition is good, but small 
businesses must be protected from unfair competition by 
powerful resource-rich companies.

The Nationals have taken the lead in addressing deficiencies 
in the Trade Practices Act and will continue to address 
weaknesses in Trade Practices legislation affecting small 
business competitiveness. We will also better resource the 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission to take 
action against large corporations which abuse their market 
power.

Many economic and social advantages are evident for 
businesses operating in regional areas. The Nationals will 
support initiatives to make city businesses aware of these 
advantages and to encourage Australians to enjoy the 
benefits of a non-metropolitan lifestyle. The Nationals will 
also undertake a review of the effect of additional costs 
on businesses outside the capital cities, with a view to 
determining what regional incentives could be introduced to 
encourage businesses to relocate from the capital cities.

The Nationals in Government will provide a 30 per cent 
investment allowance to assist small business in regional 
areas to expand to create jobs.  The allowance will be for 
increasing business capacity, such as major new plant 
acquisitions or increasing production capacity.  It will be 
subject to requirements such as job creation benchmarks 
and output increases.  The program will exclude passive 
investment such as commercial property investment for 
lease.

Award Modernisation

The Nationals support the rationalisation and updating of 
industrial awards and the introduction of greater flexibility.   
Small businesses are generally more reliant on the award 
structure than larger businesses, and more so in the regions.

The Nationals do not support Labor’s objective of removing 
pay differentials between different parts of Australia or the 
imposition of common penalty rates.

Unlike Labor, The Nationals understand that strawberries 
do not only ripen between 9am and 5pm on weekdays; that 
prawn trawler crews do not come home for dinner every 
evening; that country shows are generally held on public 
holidays; and that family wineries do most of their business 

on weekends.

The Nationals in government will instruct the Australian 
Industrial Relations Commission to recognise the special 
circumstances of businesses operating outside the major 
capital cities and to establish a pay structure accordingly.

Recovery from the Economic Downturn

The Nationals support a Small Business Action Plan to 
respond to the global economic downturn.  Measures should 
include:

Tax loss carryback, to allow businesses to offset •	
operating losses and retain staff by claiming back taxes 
paid over the past three years, up to a $100,000 limit.

Superannuation Guarantee relief, for businesses with 20 •	
or fewer staff, whereby the Commonwealth would pay a 
portion of their superannuation obligations for a period 
of two years.

OECD-best practice regulation, whereby the •	
Commonwealth will undertake a comprehensive audit 
of all the federal, State and local paperwork needed 
to start or expand a business and will ensure that this 
overhead burden is reduced to at least match OECD 
best practice.

One-stop-shop regulation portal, to deliver integrated •	
on-line access to all forms and filings, regardless of the 
level of governmentwhich imposes them. 

Support for family businesses, to provide support and •	
advice for family businesses on succession planning and 
family business development.  

Supporting regional tourism

Educating local communities on the value and importance 
of tourism to their economy is a first step in developing 
the tourism industry.   It needs to be supported and then 
followed by vocational and professional training of tourism 
operators and suppliers.

There is no shortage of research available in Australia, 
but there is a gap between the data and how it is 
used.   Education of tour operators, tourism outlets and 
the commercial sector is vital to take advantage of the 
information available.

The Nationals support the establishment of a regional 
tourism training initiative to improve the skills and 
professional standards of tourism operators, and to assist 
them to meet the particular challenges presented by regional 
tourist activities.  The initiative would encompass a number 
of programs to meet the needs of various tourism industry 
sectors, such as:

Grants to existing and new tourist operators of farm •	
stays, motels, B&Bs, wineries etc for training in 
marketing and promotion, with particular emphasis on 
on-line marketing; 

Training rebates for travel agents and tourism operators •	
who undertake a training course/accreditation in regional 
tourism, based on the number of people/bed nights they 
sell into regional Australia within a certain period;

A national database and rating system, similar to the •	
motel star system, listing tourism businesses and outlets 
which successfully complete vocational training courses 
related to tourism;

Funding for specific regional education tours for •	
major tourism operators, similar to the programs 
now conducted by other countries, to enable travel 
consultants to get a better understanding of what is on 
offer.

Many regional community, cultural or sporting events need 
government support to a greater or lesser degree from time 
to time, as the regional economy ebbs and flows.   That 
support is currently sought in an ad hoc manner, from 
governments and government business entities.

The future of the Australian Tourism Development Program, 
and federal government funding of tourism activities is 
uncertain, while local government bears the brunt of the 
cost of tourism promotion in the regions   It is an increasing 
cost for local government authorities, and many areas suffer 
because their local government cannot or cannot fund 
promotion on a continuing basis.

The Nationals believe there must be a commitment by all 
levels of Government to funding tourist promotion and that 
the federal government should play a leading role.   Regions 
need consistent support to compete at an international level.

We support the establishment of a federal tourism fund, to 
provide project-specific grants to support regional promotion 
campaigns or major regional tourism and entertainment 
events.   The grants process would be competitive, with a 
major criterion being the ability of the project to generate 
long-term shifts in tourist behaviour.

Conclusion

The Nationals’ policies continue to be directed to ensuring 
that small businesses get a fair go, and that they have ways 
and means to be competitive and successful.   Particular 
emphasis is placed on encouraging more small businesses 
to relocate from the capital cities to regional Australia.

Tourism has the potential to make a more major contribution 
to the economic future of many regional communities.   To 
realise that potential, regional tourism operators and service 
providers need the skills and qualifications to market regional 
Australia effectively.
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Introduction

The Nationals understand the importance of transport 
infrastructure – roads, rail, air and sea – to regional Australia.   
We know that people and businesses in regional Australia 
rely on modern transport networks for their lifestyles and 
livelihoods.

Only The Nationals will ensure that families in regional 
Australia have a safe, secure, reliable and affordable 
transport system.   The Nationals will ensure that regional 
Australia receives a fair share of national infrastructure 
spending.

Labor’s record

Labor’s transport policy has transferred funding to the cities 
and away from regional Australia.   Labor has changed 
the Black Spot program funding away from local roads 
to national highways.   The Strategic Regional program is 
now being spent in the capital cities and 82 per cent of the 
funding is going to Labor seats.

Labor re-branded the successful AusLink program as the 
Nation Building Program, but has committed a massive $5 
billion less to the program than promised by The Nationals.

Labor’s Infrastructure Australia is a secretive organisation.   
Its Building Australia Fund, established with the surpluses left 
by the previous government, has been used to bail out failed 
State Labor governments.

Labor is no friend of regional aviation.   Labor has 
announced that the En Route Charges Scheme – which 
helps regional airlines maintain viable services to isolated 
areas – will be abolished from 2012.   Already, services are 
being withdrawn in anticipation of the scheme’s closure.  

Labor has scrapped the General Aviation Industry Action 
Agenda, denying small aviation operators an opportunity to 
revitalise the industry.

The Nationals plan to expand Australia’s 
transport network

Equipping rail to meet the freight task

With Australia’s freight task set to double by 2025, an 
enormous effort must be made to expand and modernise 
our interstate and regional rail systems. The Nationals 
understand that a seamless and efficient rail network is 
essential to moving our regional produce to market.

The Nationals will build the inland rail from Melbourne 
through the Central West of NSW to Brisbane.   This 
“Steel Mississippi” will reduce the time to move freight 
from Melbourne to Brisbane from 36 hours to less than 24 
hours, dramatically lifting rail’s share of freight and providing 
significant environmental and social benefits.

The inland rail will be completed by 2018 and will be 
managed by the Australian Rail Track Corporation in 
partnership with the private sector.  The Nationals will 
ensure that any existing regional hub lines that feed into the 

Transport Expanding Australia’s Transport  Network

main inland rail line are appropriately upgraded and where 
necessary new lines are constructed.  

State Labor governments have neglected country branch 
lines and many have fallen into disrepair.   Millions of tonnes 
of grain must now be moved to port by truck, damaging 
our regional roads and increasing traffic congestion.   Our 
reputation as a reliable supplier of grain has been badly 
damaged by this inability to move grain to ports on time, 
resulting in lost contracts and lower returns to growers.   The 
Nationals will provide the funding, matched by the States, to 
restore country freight lines.

The Nationals will upgrade the Sydney-Brisbane coastal 
rail link. We will ensure that state-of-the-art train control 
systems are established and there is a seamless transit at 
State borders.   We will extend the national network into 
Queensland, and seek to incorporate the Kalgoorlie to Perth 
section, to provide a standard gauge link from Brisbane to 
Perth.

A bold new approach to road funding

The Nationals will immediately commence planning for the 
third stage of AusLink, with minimum funding of $35 billion.   
AusLink 3 will be funded by allocating 20 cents per litre from 
Commonwealth fuel excise to Auslink.   The rate of excise 
will not be increased.   The Nationals will ensure that a 
minimum of 40 per cent of the funds are allocated to regional 
projects. Our priorities will include:

Complete the duplication of the Pacific Highway by 2020•	

Complete the duplication of the Bruce Highway from •	
Cooroy to Curra by 2022

Construct Toowoomba’s second range crossing•	

By 2022, duplicate the Princes Highway links between •	
Portland (west) and Sale (east) through Melbourne, 
providing a divided road from regional Victoria to north of 
Gympie via Sydney and Brisbane

Connect the F3 to the Sydney Orbital by 2020•	

Begin an upgrade of the Bell’s Line of Road across the •	
Blue Mountains

Continue work on upgrading the Outback Highway•	

Continue the upgrade of the Peninsula Developmental •	
Road

Provide for the upgrading of regional and remote •	
roads.  For example, the Newell Highway and Warrego 
Highways, including overtaking lanes, truck rest areas, 
bridge reconstruction, etc.

The Nationals will continue and expand the Roads to 
Recovery program, which provides local councils with extra 
funding to maintain and upgrade their local roads.   We 
will restore the Strategic Regional Roads program which 
supports major regional connections and creates jobs.

The Nationals will address State government neglect 
of small road bridges on secondary freight routes.   For 
regional Australia, small road bridges have great economic 
significance, allowing trucks to move goods and produce on 
to the national highway system and to shipping ports.   The 

Nationals will ensure that funding is allocated in partnership 
with local councils and State governments to repair or 
replace bridges which are no longer capable of carrying 
heavy vehicles.

The Nationals will ensure that our regional roads are safer.   
We will work with the automobile associations and with 
organisations like Rotary to implement new driver training 
programs for young drivers.   We will require all new 
cars sold in Australia in volume to carry an ANCAP star 
safety rating.   We will provide funding for the installation 
of seatbelts in local school buses.   We will fund the 
construction of 500 new roadside stops for our truck 
drivers.   The Nationals will ensure that the Australian Road 
Assessment Program, which measures the safety level of 
highways, is extended to the major secondary freight routes.

Maintaining regional access to aviation services

For the seven million Australians who live outside our capital 
cities, regional aviation is an especially important link to the 
rest of the nation, providing transport, goods and medical 
services to and from large centres.   It is essential that 
regional aviation is supported, since many regional routes are 
of limited commercial value, with smaller carriers struggling 
with rising overheads and economic difficulties.

The Nationals will retain the Remote Air Service Subsidy 
Scheme (RASS) so that isolated communities continue to 
receive a weekly passenger and freight service.   The RASS 
subsidises flights to more than 235 communities which 
would otherwise not have a regular transport service.

The En Route Charges Scheme fully refunds Air Services 
Australia’s air navigation charges for a number of regional 
airlines operating smaller aircraft and for aero-medical 
operators such as the Royal Flying Doctor Service.   The En 
Route Charges Scheme helps regional airlines to maintain 
viable services to isolated areas.

From 1 July 2008, Labor limited the scheme to existing 
routes and service frequencies and from 30 June 2012 the 
scheme will be abolished for commercial regional airline 
operators.   The Nationals will reopen the En Route Charges 
Scheme to commercial air carriers using the scheme’s pre 1 
July 2008 criteria and will keep it beyond 2012.

The Nationals will continue and expand the Remote 
Aerodrome Safety Program to assist in the upgrade of 
airstrips in remote and isolated communities.

The Nationals will also support general aviation – that part of 
the aviation sector not involved in regular public transport (or 
scheduled) services.   It involves small aircraft undertaking 
roles vital to regional Australia, such as charter and business 
flights, aero-medical services, commercial and private 
pilot training, sports and recreational pursuits, and various 
kinds of aerial work such as agriculture and surveying.   In 
2005-06, the non-scheduled air and space transport sector 
comprised more than 1000 businesses, employing nearly 
4000 people producing an industry turnover of nearly $1 
billion.   Australia’s general aviation fleet is ageing, with the 
average age of aircraft now 30 years.

The Nationals will introduce incentives to enable business to 
replace aircraft used for commercial activities and to keep 
regional Australia flying.

The Nationals will address the skill shortage in the aviation 
industry.  We will build on existing regional pilot training 
schemes such as that operated by Regional Express 
including the establishment of a Regional Airline Pilots’ 
Scholarship Scheme.

More efficient coastal shipping

Coastal shipping accounts for about 25 per cent of the 
domestic freight task, but produces only 4 per cent of total 
transport greenhouse gas emissions.   A vibrant, safe and 
efficient Australian shipping industry provides benefits for 
the economy, the environment and road congestion.   The 
Nationals will introduce means to allow Australian shipping 
to compete effectively against other transport modes and 
internationally, while still retaining the national shipping 
identity.

The Nationals will:

Introduce a tonnage tax to replace company tax on an •	
opt-in basis, linked to mandatory training arrangements

Introduce a national system of training support under •	
AMSA supervision, to replace the existing State-based 
distribution of funds

Examine ways to reduce the income tax disadvantage •	
suffered by Australian seafarers operating outside 
Australian waters, compared with seafarers from other 
nations

Establish an Australian Second Shipping Register•	

Efficient port infrastructure is vital in promoting a growing 
maritime industry.   Australian ports are owned either by 
State governments or privately, and are regulated by the 
States.   As a result, port development has been hindered 
and intermodal links between rail, road and shipping are 
inefficient.   The Nationals will commission a National Port 
Development Plan to address capacity constraints in our 
ports.

Conclusion

Under a succession of Nationals Federal Transport Ministers, 
Australia gained improved transport infrastructure and 
services.   The AusLink initiative in particular gave us for the 
first time an integrated approach to the nation’s road and rail 
transport needs, plus the funding to achieve it.

Under Labor, Australia’s transport plans are being unravelled 
and replaced by the same political decision-making, and 
deal-making that has brought State government transport 
systems to their knees.

The Nationals retain a clear vision of Australia’s transport 
needs, and how to meet them, and present co-ordinated 
policy solutions under which regional Australia and the nation 
can meet the transport challenges of the next ten years and 
beyond.
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Introduction

Effective communications integrate all Australians into 
national and global communities.   Better telephone services, 
internet access and broadcasting infrastructure will ensure 
regional Australians have the ability take their share of 
the social and economic benefits associated with new 
communications technologies.

A robust communications network will have a range of 
applications in regional Australia.   It will create better 
health services, better education, greater employment and 
business opportunities. 

Only The Nationals understand the important role 
communications play in regional Australia.   The Nationals 
are able to respond to the challenge of bridging the 
communications divide between regions and our capital 
cities through considered planning and prioritising of 
communications infrastructure.

The Nationals’ aim is to deliver communications 
infrastructure to all regional Australians to provide access to:

High-speed broadband internet•	

Timely and accurate weather forecasts from the Bureau •	
of Meteorology

Voice over internet telephony (VOIP)•	

Free-to-air and subscription digital television•	

On-line services such as banking, bill payment, •	
shopping, buying and selling on auction websites, and 
Government services

Educational materials at all levels of schooling and •	
tertiary study

Future commercial television video-on-demand services •	
delivered over IP – already available in some countries 
such as Hong Kong and South Korea

Video conferencing•	

Telemedicine services, whether voice over IP telephony •	
or preferably video webcam link to a ‘local’ doctor - who 
could be anywhere in Australia, or anywhere around the 
world

Streaming media, allowing users to listen to online radio •	
stations and watch online TV stations and other audio 
and video programming. 

Labor’s Record

Labor cancelled the $900 million Opel contract, which would 
have been delivering high speed broadband to regional 
Australia by now, but has nothing in mind to replace it. 
Labor is now planning to spend $40 billion on a national 
broadband network (NBN) without first addressing the 
central concern of regulatory access to communications 
infrastructure already held in private ownership.   Labor is 
confused, and unable to decide whether it will create a new 
solely owned and nationalised network or whether it will use 
existing networks already built by private companies as part 
of its own network.

Communications Connecting Regional Australia

Early in 2009, Labor announced that no communications 
company was able to provide a suitable tender for the NBN 
project.   Months later, it was suggesting that Telstra and 
Optus might offer its existing networks to be incorporated 
into its national broadband network.

No matter which direction Labor chooses, its plan is 
ill-conceived.  Previous commercial attempts to build 
completely new networks have failed.   If Labor pursues its 
tactic of merging existing networks into its own, then the 
same regulatory problems which hinder competition in the 
industry now will continue.

In short, Labor’s plan is a ‘one size fits all’ disaster that 
does not address the central concern of regulation and 
open access to communications infrastructure, and will see 
regional Australians treated as second-class citizens.

The Nationals plan to connect Regional 
Australia

Support for Better Communications

The Nationals will address the regulatory issues which 
have discouraged private enterprise from entering the 
communications industry and providing parity of service to 
regional Australians.   We will work to create a regulatory 
environment favouring initiative and support for those 
providing services to the regions.

The Nationals recognise that no single technology or network 
will provide efficient and cost-effective communications 
services – broadband in particular – to all of non-
metropolitan Australia.   We will assist in the development 
of communications infrastructure which is suitable for a vast 
range of needs and applications while also taking account of 
the geographical diversity in Australian regions.

The Nationals will ensure that regional Australians are 
integrated into the global community by fast-tracking 
communications infrastructure in areas with the greatest 
need.   We recognise that, while the market will almost 
always meet the communications needs of people in the 
capital cities, government intervention will almost always be 
needed to ensure those needs are met in the regional and 
remote parts of Australia.

The roll out of a broadband network in regional Australia is a 
major priority for the Nationals.   Regional Australia must be 
integrated into the national and global digital economies by 
fast and effective broadband communications.

Equitable access to infrastructure is recognised as a major 
barrier to new telecommunications companies competing 
in regional areas.   Carriers have complained that the cost 
of establishing new infrastructure in regional areas is for 
the most part prohibitive, particularly when they are unsure 
of market demand.   There is general agreement among 
carriers that infrastructure competition (alternative networks 
rolled out by carriers who compete to provide services) 
would not work in areas where there is low demand.   Lower 
population densities cannot deliver the economies of scale 
required to generate investment.

Where the market cannot sustain a variety of networks in 
regional areas, then The Nationals believe that government 
has a responsibility to provide an affordable single network. 

Public/private partnerships can be an appropriate vehicle 
for delivering telecommunications infrastructure in regional 
areas.

Labor has misunderstood the market, and the problem, 
in developing its NBN proposal.   Broadband speeds of 
100Mbps are already available to both commercial and 
home users in some parts of capital cities.   In the cities, as 
demand grows for higher speeds, the market will meet it.  
The federal government does not need to help providers.

Where the federal government does need to help is in 
regional areas where the commercial case is not strong 
enough of itself to drive the provision of higher speeds.   It is 
also the case that it is in regional Australia that the greatest 
productivity gains can be made from high-speed broadband.   

The Nationals’ policy is to place a priority on rolling out fibre 
optic cable to a majority of consumers in regional Australia, 
before cable roll-out takes place in areas where competition 
is already driving provision of higher broadband speeds.

The government should retain control of the network, either 
through ownership or partnership with private equity, and 
lease access to service providers, at a fair and equitable 
price, in order to remove anticompetitive practices and 
create a transparent pricing regime.    Telstra and other 
providers may retain the balance of the infrastructure used in 
the network, operating under suitable regulation, including a 
pricing cap on access to the main trunk system.

Where cable broadband services cannot be sustained 
– more remote areas and very small communities – the 
government would seek public/private alliances to roll out 
carrier class wireless broadband services.   These services 
would be linked through base stations to fibre optic cable 
to provide high-speed and efficient access (backhaul) to the 
rest of the broadband network.

Provision for the future

Fibre optic cable is regarded as the preferred data carrying 
technology for the foreseeable future.  However, other 
technologies such as wireless (fixed and mobile) and satellite 
continue to develop and deliver ever-faster data speeds.   It 
may be that these technologies will in the future throw up 
innovative and effective answers to some of the particular 
communications problems presented by Australia’s unique 
nature.

It is also the reality that developments in existing 
technologies will be marketed first in the cities where 
commercial return is most attractive, thereby widening 
the telecommunications technology gap between city and 
regional Australia.

The Nationals support the continuing extension of the optic 
fibre network to regional and remote communities reliant on 
wireless and microwave technology.

The Nationals support the continued presence of Telstra in 
regional communities, including the physical presence of 
Telstra Country Wide offices in strategic locations.

Mobile phone coverage is an ongoing concern for the 
Nationals, and it is again the case that this service will not be 
provided in some parts of Australia unless it is supported by 
the government and community.

The previous Coalition government established a standing 
telecommunications fund to ensure that new technology and 
services could be made available to regional Australia, as 
they became available.   It was called ‘future proofing’, and 
the term is still current.

As a central plank of our telecommunications platform, 
The Nationals commit to re-introducing a standing 
telecommunications fund, at a level to give confidence that 
regional Australia’s telecommunications services will not 
fall behind.   We will also reintroduce a mobile phone black 
spots program to identify and redress areas of poor mobile 
phone reception. 

Conclusion

The provision of world-class communications infrastructure 
and services should be a priority for government that 
requires continued policy development and management.   
It is not simply a matter of spending billions of dollars and 
laying cable all over the country: that will not by itself ‘fix’ the 
problem.

The Nationals will take a broad approach which seeks 
to strike a good competitive balance between carriers, 
establish a fair and transparent regulatory structure, 
and accommodate new technologies and solutions as 
they become available to deliver services suitable for all 
Australians.  
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Introduction

The Nationals’ philosophy is based on a fair go for all 
Australians.  Our goal is an equal and just Australia.

Our determination to treat all Australians equally and to give 
them the opportunity to participate in our community to 
the limit of their ability and capability, and to have access 
to health care and medical services and education, has 
not wavered over the 90 years that our Party has been in 
existence.

By the nature of our Party, the focus has been on providing 
for those Australians outside the major capital cities, but our 
approach to social justice applies equally to all Australians.

The Nationals’ Social Justice Policy is set within the 
framework of The Nationals’ values and was described by 
one of our senior Parliamentarians as follows:

‘It often takes great courage to stand up as individuals, as 
it takes great courage for us to stand up as a nation for the 
things in which we believe – democracy; the freedom of the 
individual; the right to free speech; the right to live without 
fear; the opportunity to pursue those ideals in which we 
believe without fear or favour; and the right to live together in 
happiness, harmony and safety.’

As The Nationals represent some of the poorest electorates 
in the country, the plight of our seniors, carers, those with 
a disability, our indigenous population and many others 
who are underprivileged is continually brought home to us.  
That is why the thread of the principles of social justice run 
through many of our policies.

Labor’s Record

Labor purports to be the Party which has applied social 
justice principles throughout the Australian community.  This 
is far from the truth.  Under successive Labor Governments, 
we have seen the people of regional Australia discriminated 
against.  In 1999, John Anderson, then Minister for Transport 
and Deputy Leader of The Nationals, set out the legacy 
successive Labor Governments had left regional Australia in 
his ‘Two Nations’ speech.  The Nationals took major steps 
to correct the situation during the term of the Coalition 
Government.  However, Labor’s city-centric policies continue 
under the Labor Government with little concern for those 
Australians outside the major capital cities.

The Nationals plan to give all Australians        
a fair go

Recognising Australian seniors

The Nationals recognise the contribution that seniors have 
made and continue to make to our nation.  We believe in 
improving the quality of life for all senior Australians, including 
self funded retirees, with better access to health and aged 
care facilities and a fair pension rate.

Senior Australians make a valuable economic contribution to 
the workforce and should be recognised as a benefit - not a 
cost.  

Social Justice A fair go for all Australians

Therefore The Nationals will:

Make changes necessary to legislation on income •	
support policies, tax structures, rules for part pensions, 
and any issue that would preclude ageing men and 
women from participating in the workforce.

Change legislation to allow workers to contribute to their •	
superannuation after age 75 and to require employers to 
contribute the 9 per cent superannuation guarantee to 
workers aged above 70 years.

Develop and implement a communications campaign •	
to positively highlight the benefits of seniors in 
the workforce and the contributions of seniors to 
Australia, in order to educate the communities on the 
positive contributions, rather than the costs, of senior 
Australians.

Caring for fellow Australians

One of The Nationals core values is to provide security •	
for Australian communities and their families through 
the preservation of decent health, safety, social and 
economic welfare standards.  The Nationals believe in:

Reasonable access to proper and affordable health •	
care and education for all Australians, regardless of their 
location and personal circumstances.

Improved support services for those with a disability •	
and their carers to better meet the needs of disabled 
people and their family carers.  The Nationals will provide 
greater support for community groups engaged in the 
provision of accommodation to place accommodation 
on a long term sustainable basis.

Provision of programs to assist those parents with •	
disabled children to plan for their future, including 
greater support from Government through arrangements 
such as taxation offsets and disability trusts.

Provision of resources to public and private education •	
facilities to meet the needs of disabled students to 
enable them to meet their full potential.

Ensuring that there are sufficient accommodation places •	
and/or support to meet the needs of all ageing people 
with a disability who require such a placement. 

Providing resources so that young people who require •	
24 hour care have separate specialised accommodation, 
rather than being placed in nursing homes for the aged.

Upholding the rights of indigenous Australians and •	
recognising their special needs through properly 
resourced programs directed to promoting self help, self 
respect, education and job creation.

Adequate funding of law enforcement and counselling •	
services specifically directed to personal security and 
to overcoming domestic violence and alcohol and drug 
abuse.

Increased funding to combat youth mental health issues •	
and to support better relationships between child and 
adolescent mental health services and adult mental 
health services.

Ensuring that programs directed to the care and welfare •	
of children provide men and women with the choice of 
either seeking childcare outside the home or within the 
home.

A fair and accessible legal system

The Nationals are determined to eliminate the divide between 
those living in and those living outside major capital cities, 
including any limitation in access to a fair legal system that 
respects the rights and responsibilities of all Australians.  The 
Nationals are committed to:

Ensuring that the legal system is accessible to all •	
Australians regardless of their circumstances.

Reviewing the family law and child support system to •	
ensure that the interests of children are paramount.

Removing any discrimination against sexual preference •	
while maintaining the sanctity of marriage between a 
man and women.

Conclusion

The Nationals policies will continue to have an emphasis on a 
fair go for all Australians.  In particular, we will look to get the 
right balance between the major capital cities and regions.

Social justice will maintain its place in our core values and 
beliefs, namely:

Strong representation of our local communities and the •	
delivery of positive outcomes on the issues that effect 
their lives and lifestyles

Security for our communities and their families, through •	
the preservation of decent health, safety, social and 
economic welfare standards

Individual achievement, the importance of free choice •	
and a fair go, reward for private enterprise and the need 
for equity investment and wealth generation.
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The Nationals take a pragmatic approach to climate 
change policy, an approach informed by the Party’s roots in 
Australia’s rural industries.

The Nationals recognise that climate change is occurring, 
and that a robust and realistic policy response is necessary.

The Nationals support an effective global program to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to insure against the risk of 
climate change.   It is important that wealthy industrialised 
countries like Australia take a lead role in implementing a 
global response if we are to expect developing countries to 
contribute to a solution.

But a solution that weakens the Australian economy and 
creates unemployment helps no-one.   The Nationals 
therefore support an Australian objective of a 5 per cent 
reduction in emissions below 2000 levels by 2020, with 
larger reductions dependent on a strong international 
agreement being reached.

This means that Australia would need to reduce its 
emissions of greenhouse gases from 552.7 million tonnes 
of CO2 equivalent in 2000 to 525 million tonnes in 2020.   
The Nationals will ensure that this target is achieved without 
economic harm and loss of jobs, and by measures which 
themselves will directly benefit Australia.   

Labor’s Record

Labor’s approach to climate change and greenhouse gas 
reduction is dominated by its version of an emissions trading 
scheme (ETS), the so-called Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme (CPRS).

Labor’s CPRS is riddled with anomalies, exemptions and 
carve-outs.   It will cripple Australian industry’s international 
competitiveness by taxing exports and giving imports a free 
ride.   It will not provide appropriate price signals sufficient to 
change consumer behaviour and will not reduce Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions except by moving our exporting 
industries offshore with no net global benefit.

Research prepared by the State and Territory Governments 
shows that 126,000 full-time jobs will be lost by Labor’s 
plan, with regional centres hit the hardest.   The economies 
of Gippsland, Geelong, central-west Queensland, central 
Western Australia, the Kimberley and Whyalla/Port Pirie will 
each shrink by more than 20 per cent under Labor’s CPRS.

Beef and sheep producers, dairy, sugar and grains all will be 
hit by higher electricity, fuel and freight costs and lower farm 
grant prices.   Coal miners, aluminium and zinc producers 
and natural gas projects will fail and new investment move 
offshore.   A massive new administration will be established 
to churn the $13 billion raised from year one by the 
CPRS to the chosen few who Labor will decide deserve 
compensation.

In short, Labor’s CPRS is little more than a massive social 
re-engineering project.   It will wreak havoc on the Australian 
economy while barely reducing our greenhouse gas 
emissions as measured by consumption – and it will make 
little or no net contribution to reducing emissions globally.  

Climate Change A practical policy response

The impact on consumers will be substantial with higher 
electricity, fuel and food prices.

The Nationals plan for a practical response to 
climate change 

The Nationals Approach

The Nationals are concerned with what is actually happening 
in our communities, not with mindless symbolism.    We 
believe that Australia must play its part in addressing climate 
change issues, but an emissions trading scheme is not an 
end in itself and should only ever be seen as a part of a 
comprehensive response.

We believe there are practical measures that should be taken 
now:

The CPRS should be set aside and a redesigned ETS •	
be developed for consideration when it can complement 
an agreed global scheme.   Such a scheme needs 
to deliver emissions reductions without destroying 
Australian jobs. 

Australia should continue to develop and use practical •	
CO2 emissions reduction measures such as soil carbon 
sequestration, revegetation of marginal land, biochar, 
clean coal technology, carbon capture and the use of 
algae.

Australia should open a voluntary carbon market to •	
encourage the immediate recognition and involvement of 
individuals and communities, agriculture and business in 
sequestration, with bankable offsets. 

Energy savings initiatives in households, industry and •	
transport to reduce emissions should be supported

Incentives should be provided for more energy-efficient •	
vehicles and more widespread use of alternative fuels.

Government should engage the commercial building •	
sector in improving the energy efficiency of city buildings 
and residential housing.

Innovative use of renewable energy. •	

These measures have the potential to deliver greater 
reductions in emissions than Labor’s CPRS, without the 
massive economic cost and job losses.   For example, 
Professor Ross Garnaut has estimated that land restoration 
works on degraded arid and semi-arid rangelands could 
alone reduce Australian annual emissions by 250 million 
tonnes – easily meeting the target of a 5 per cent reduction 
in emissions at 2000 levels by 2020.   This work would also 
provide a significant increase in farm income for many land 
managers.

An Emissions Trading Scheme

Under an emissions trading scheme, a cap is set on 
greenhouse emissions and tradeable permits are issued 
to allow a specified amount of greenhouse gases to be 
released to the atmosphere.   The benefit of an ETS is that 
it allows industries to reduce their emissions in the most 
efficient and cost effective way.   The disadvantage is that an 
ETS can only be effective if a comprehensive international 
agreement is in place covering Australia’s major trading 
partners.

An ETS is not necessary to meet Australia’s target of a 5 
per cent reduction in emissions below 2000 levels by 2020.   
That target can be easily met by The Nationals approach.  
An ETS will only become necessary if an international 
agreement is reached on tougher targets and similar 
schemes are introduced by the United States and other 
major economies.

It is therefore sensible for Australia to await the outcome of 
the Climate Change Summit in Copenhagen in December 
2009 and the possible passage of legislation through the 
United States Senate around the same time.

Conclusion

An Australian response to climate change must:

Be consistent with and compatible with equivalent •	
international schemes

Not distort international trade or divert new investment •	
to greenhouse emissions havens

Be informed by comprehensive independent modelling •	
of its effect on the economy and employment, preferably 
conducted under the auspices of the Productivity 
Commission

Allow for an orderly transition of the power generating •	
industry to low emissions or carbon storage technology

Not differentiate between different modes of transport or •	
between public and private transport

Exclude agricultural emissions and allow offsets on farm•	

Exclude fugitive emissions from mining•	

Not impose a disproportionate burden on regional •	
Australia

Labor’s ETS – the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme – 
meets none of these tests.  It will not be supported by The 
Nationals.
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Trade is a key engine of growth for regional Australia.   It 
creates new jobs, improves living standards, and ensures our 
future as a prosperous nation.

One in four jobs in regional Australia is directly or indirectly 
linked to export.   When The Nationals were last in 
government, exports from regional Australia grew three times 
faster than did exports from major cities.  About a quarter of 
regional Australia’s income now comes from exports.

Trade is a two-way street, and Australia will continue to import 
the finance, technology and innovation needed to develop 
the country and make our industries more competitive.   We 
also need to import consumer goods that we do not produce, 
and to use imports to ensure year-round supplies of seasonal 
foods.   It is essential that Australia’s quarantine and inspection 
services receive sufficient funding and support to counter 
any pest or disease threats which imports may pose, and 
to ensure our products being exported are of the highest 
standard and meet the requirements of our export markets.

Only The Nationals will ensure that regional Australia receives 
its fair share of the benefits generated by our export industries, 
and ensure that the regions are provided with the infrastructure 
and services necessary for export industries to grow and 
prosper.   The Nationals will fight to ensure better access 
to international markets for our farmers, manufacturers, 
miners and service providers.   The Nationals will ensure that 
our quarantine services are properly resourced to protect 
Australia’s disease-free status.

Labor’s Record

Under Labor, government support for our regional export 
industries has been slashed.   Export assistance grants have 
been under-funded.  The number of inspections on imported 
goods has been slashed.  Quarantine inspection fees faced 
by agricultural exporters have increased by $40 million a year.   
Labor terminated The Nationals plan to provide high-speed 
broadband to regional Australia by 2010, leaving our regional 
exporters without access to this vital business tool.   New 
spending on roads, rail and ports ground to a halt as Labor 
investigated, consulted, inquired – and postponed.   Labor’s 
economic mismanagement and procrastination is costing 
regional Australia’s exporters dearly, and its close relationship 
with the unions will undermine the efficiency of our wharves 
and other points of export.   The results will be a less 
competitive export sector, greater reliance on imports, higher 
prices, higher debt and higher taxes for all Australians.

The Nationals plan for building stronger 
regional economies

Support for Exporters

The Nationals will stimulate new investment and new export 
jobs in regional Australia.   We will introduce new targeted 
incentives for exporters and provide certainty in existing 
programs to support regional businesses.   Our industrial 
relations policies will ensure that maximum efficiency is 
maintained on the waterfront and other areas of frontline 
export activity.   We will provide the infrastructure support 
– road, rail, ports and telecommunications – to enable our 

Trade Building Stronger Regional Economies

regions to compete on fair terms with city-based businesses.   
We will ensure that Australian businesses can compete fairly 
against imports.   We will ensure that Australia’s disease-free 
status is protected.

New Markets

In the international arena, we will pursue a policy based on 
unilateral and bilateral trade negotiations and trade promotion.   
The Nationals will pursue an ambitious outcome to the Doha 
Round of World Trade Organisation negotiations – an outcome 
which delivers genuine new commercial opportunities for our 
farm, mining, manufacturing and service sectors.   We will use 
the WTO dispute settlement system aggressively to remove 
barriers to Australian exports, and to ensure that international 
trade rules are open, fair and enforceable.  

We will establish a senior position of Ambassador for Trade 
Reform to promote further trade reform internationally.  We will 
maintain the position of Trade Representative for Australia’s 
agricultural industries and establish new roles of Trade 
Representative for Australia’s manufacturing industries, and 
Trade Representative for Australia’s service industries.

Free Trade Agreements

The Nationals will continue to negotiate Free Trade Agreements 
with our major trading partners and seek opportunities for 
regional agreements, but only where substantial additional 
commercial benefits to Australia can be demonstrated – and 
achieved.   We will restore the effort to complete ambitious and 
comprehensive new Free Trade Agreements with our biggest 
trading partners including China, Japan, Korea, India and the 
Gulf Co-operation Council.

Industry Support

The Nationals will develop a new regional centres network 
to provide quick and efficient support for new exporting 
industries, particularly in the services industry.   We will 
increase funding for the Export Markets Development Grants 
scheme and provide certainty of payment.   We will introduce 
new programs to increase Australia’s services exports, to 
assist niche export sectors compete in global supply chains, 
and to increase food and beverage export sales to key 
markets.

The Nationals will reduce the cost of quarantine export 
inspections by reintroducing the 40 per cent cost-sharing 
arrangement for export inspection services.   We will ensure 
that our quarantine authorities receive the funding necessary to 
protect Australia from introduced pests and diseases.

Our import risk assessment process will continue to be based 
on sound science, but we will not take reckless risks – as 
Labor has done – with our nation’s prized pest and disease 
free status.

Conclusion

The Nationals have a proud record of achieving results for 
exporting businesses in regional Australia.   We will not stand 
by while Labor trashes both that heritage and the future 
prosperity of regional Australia.
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